
Driftwatch
www.driftwatch.com

Driftwatch is a tool to make chemical applicators’ job more effective while yielding positive environmental results for agriculture 
here in Illinois



Pesticide-Sensitive Crops & Habitats

Beehives, Certified Organic, Fruits such as Grapes, 
Vegetables such as Tomatoes and Sensitive Habitats



www.
illinois
bees.
com

IllinoisBees.com is designed as a reminder and time saving method of accessing the information needed



Driftwatch is an online mapping system that provides up to date logistical information about the location of honeybee colonies, as 
well as a critical link to the beekeepers.



Information
From Driftwatch

Name, 
Address, 
Email & 
Phone

To beekeeper

At Least 24 
Hours Notice

Communication

With this tool applicators can be certain about the whereabouts of beehives in an area and can contact those hives owner when 
spraying is scheduled there. This will give the beekeeper the time they need to protect their colonies from the chemicals to be 
applied.



Honeybees 
are vital to 

Illinois 
agriculture

Beekeeping, like the treatment of crops, play a vital role in agriculture production in Illinois.  Without the pollination they provide, 
many crop yields would be at risk of failure.



Honeybee Crisis

As you have likely seen in the news, honeybees are under a great deal of pressure.  Disease and parasites, loss of genetic vigor, 
globalization, and impact of crop treatments have weakened many colonies.



Winter 
Losses

Add these factors to the natural losses that occur during winter and you can imagine the peril to this key component of Illinois 
agriculture.



Field Bees

By using Driftwatch, applicators can play an important role in promoting and protecting the beekeeping and honey industry of 
Illinois.
Worker bees are only active during daylight.  They gather pollen and water in the morning and flower nectar later in the day; 
returning to the hive to feed the developing brood.



Chemical 
Kill

If the honeybees are in the field when chemicals are sprayed, they die or carry contaminated materials back to their colony.



½ Mile for 
Herbicides     

and Fungicides.

1 ½ mile for 
Pesticides

We recommend you contact the beekeeper when applying pesticides with 1-1/2 mile of an apiary, ½ mile for herbicides and 
fungicides.  Scheduling after 6:00 pm will maximize the manipulations for the protection of the colony



Beekeeper Response
Netting a Hive Moving a Hive

If notified in advance, a beekeeper can take action to keep the bees in the hive or even relocate them.  Stick to the scheduled time 
to ensure a successful application.



Successful Application

Our most efficient pollinator, the honeybee, is an important part of Illinois’ agricultural goals.  As such we must take measures to 
protect its existence. 



Illinoisbees.com is a visual reminder for the workplace with a link for quick access to the Driftwatch mapping system.


